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Indonesian Primate Profile
Symphalangus syndactylus
Common Names: English: The black-furred gibbon; Indonesia: siamang.

Figure 1 An adult female siamang (Symphalangus syndactylus) with her infant 
(photo by: Vallen Sakti Maulana)

Siamang (Symphalangus syndactylus 
Raffles, 1821) is one of the endemic primates 
of the Sumatra island from the Hylobatidae 
family. There are three types of Hylobatidae 
on the Sumatra island, namely Hylobates 
agilis, Hylobates lar and Symphalangus 
syndactylus, the three primates have similar 
habitats and social behavior (Mubarok 2012). 
Hylobatidae are native to tropical rainforests 
around Southeast Asia, including Indonesia 
(Geissmann 1995). Siamang can be found on 
most of the Sumatra island, starting from the 
area of North Sumatra,  and south of Lake Toba 
to Bukit Barisan Selatan.

Siamang is a protected animal based on the 
Regulation of the Minister of Environment and 
Forestry of the Republic of Indonesia number 
P.106/MENLHK/SETJEN/KUM.1/12/2018 
regarding protected plant and animal species. 
Siamang is listed as endangered species 
according to the Red List of the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources (IUCN) and based on the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) classified in 
Appendix 1, which means this species is already 
so few in nature that their trade is prohibited in 
all forms of international trade.

Siamang is a tailless primate species 
weighing up to 10-12 kg in adult males which 
makes siamang is the largest species of the 
Hylobatidae family (Nopiansyah 2007). 
Siamang is a monogamous primate species and 
lives in the smallest social groups consisting 
of adult males and females with one to four 

individual offspring (Supriatna and Wahyono 
2000). According to Gittins and Raemaekers 
(1980), siamang have a characteristic in the form 
of a vocal sac (gular sac) and have membranes 
between their fingers and toes. Siamangs are 
characterized by their unique voice behavior, 
which is very loud (Chivers 1974).

Siamang is territorial animals, where 
sound is a form of social communication 
used to communicate between individuals and 
groups, and when the siamang vocalizes it can 
be interpreted as a territorial marker and the 
division of territory between groups as well as 
communication between couples in one group 
(Mubarok 2012).

Siamang occupies three types of land 
cover, namely primary and secondary forest, 
lowland forest, swamp forest, and montane rain 
forest (Kwatrina et al. 2013). The habitat of 
siamang is a tropical forest that spreads from 
the lowlands at an altitude above 300 m asl to 
1500 m asl (Kuswanda and Gersetiasih 2016). 
Altitudes above 1500 m asl are not good habitats 
for siamang because they have few plant species 
and the plant species tend to be unsuitable for 
their movement (Sultan et al. 2009).

According to Cowlishaw and Dunbar 
(2000), the presence of siamang plays an 
important role in forest ecosystems, first helping 
the process of plant growth (regeneration 
and forest succession) by eating leaves and 
fruits, secondly, siamang act as pollinators 
and dispersers of plant seeds, so that primates 
generally play role as a key species in an 
ecosystem.
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Most of the siamang’s habitat is currently 
experiencing a decline in quantity and quality 
as a result of forest conversion such as for 
plantations, especially on the Sumatra island 
(Nijman and Geissman 2008). According 
to Geissman (2007), about 70–80% of the 
main habitat of siamang has been lost in the 
last 50 years as forest destruction. Habitat 
fragmentation causes siamang’s populations 
to inhabit a narrow area with very limited 
carrying capacity conditions. Thus, the growth 
of the siamang’s population becomes less than 
optimal. The occurrence of forest fragmentation 
due to clearing of forest areas and land clearing 
for plantations causes siamang’s populations 
to be pushed into narrow habitats and areas 
(Nijman and Geissman 2008).
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